


NUMBER CLXXX. 





By 4 DAM FITZ-ADAM.. 





To be centinued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspay, une the roth, 1756. 
<a . 





To Mr. Fitz-ADAM, 


UP FOG BEN ‘OU have reading and experience 

ts BM. ST . 8 P 
oMeaiase, enough to know, that fome of 

the greateft ornaments and con- 


“> veniencies of life owe the rife 


on the contrary, that little abufes 

= — by continual repetitions ‘and agrava- 
tidns, fiave’ grown - into calamities, which’ have: fe- 
verely exercifed, as well the wifdom, as the patience 
of mankind. In this light it is hoped the following 
petition 
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petition will be confidered. It was not drawn up 
‘barely to amufe your readers for five or fix minutes, 
but with a view to very important, confequences that 
may poflibly be derived from it. Your labours fuf- 
ficiently intimate that you confider your fpecies as one 
great family, of which you are a member, and con- 
fequently under an obligation to countenance. every 
thing that has a tendency to it’s advancement. It is 
for that reafon application is made to you. 


I am, 


SIR; 


Your conflant reader 


and bumble fervant. 


THE 
HUMBLE PETITION 
O.F 


Att THE LETTERS in trot ALPHABET, 
Excerpt E, anp O. 


SHEWETH, 


THAT your petitioners cannot; without great vio- 
lence. to their modefty, infift. upon any thing that 
may reflect honour upon themfelves; but the ne- 
ceflity of the cafe will plead their excufe, and there- 
. fore they beg leave. moft humbly,to reprefent, that 
in conjunétion with E and O, they have been for 
many ages, in a great part of the world, the only 
fupport of the wholé intercourfe of human life. By 
‘them men have been enabled to converfe when they 


amet, 
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met, and: to: communicate their thoughts to each o- 
ther at: any. diftance. By them. the focial’ pleafures 
exift, are multiplied and improved, to a degree not 
eafily conceived by thofe, who either: from-ignorance, 
or a too conftant familiarity, are apt to contra&t a 
_ fort of contempt for objects of the greateft ufe. 


Tuer body which your pétitioners almoft entirely 
compofe, is known to confift but of few individuals ;’ 
and the bufinefs they are employed in is infinite: 
yet no tranfaction has ever fuffered from any: defect 
in them. Under proper dire¢tion, they never fail to 
execute what is intended, though in the courfe of 
their fervice, circumftances frequently occur of the 
niceft and moft delicate nature. ‘ By their interven- 
tion contending princes difpute their claims of em- 
pire. Upon them depend’ divines, ftatefmen, lawyers 
and phyficians, all profeffions, all-trades; and with 
their affiftance the beggar afks his alms.. An influ. 
erice more extenfive, more univerfal, is hardly to be: 
imagined: fo many and fo great are’ the purpofes 
anfwered by your petitioners: a fociety, that does 
more honour to the fpecies, than all others put: to- 
gether. 


But the utility and‘importance of your petitioners 
have, for their foundation, a perfect harmony and good 
underftanding among themfelves ; inafmuch as the leaft 
diffention may prove of fatal confequence : for’fhould 
any one of them withdraw his affiftance from the reft, 
their activity, which qualifies them for all employ- 


ments, 
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ments, would in a moment. ceafe, and they muft be- 
come, in’the ftricteft fenfe of the words, dead letters. 


NEVERTHELESS fo it.is, that certain perfons, either , 
through folly or perverfenefs, have opened a door to , 
difcord, an enemy ever upon the watch, and that-muft 
inevitably prevail, if a {peedy and effeétual ftop be not 
put to.a.practice, which das for many years had it’s 
favourers in the greateft and: moft polite affembly of this 
metropolis. A. Nadiad witnefles might be produced 
to.prove, that at every Ridotto, part’ of the company is 
feated‘at a round table,which has a hollow moveable circle 
in the middle,- with a‘deciivity from the center, and it’s 
circumference divided into little {eparate cavities or cells, 
diftinguifhed by the letters E and O, placed over them 
alternately: the hollow circle is put in motion, and a 
‘fmall ivory ball thrown upon it in a contrary direction ; 
after feveral turns, the inclination of the furface carries:the 
ball down towards the cavities prepared for it’s reception, 
in-one of which, having rebounded feveral times, it at 
laft refts, and the parties. concerned. in this interefting 
event fucceed or fail, as they chance to haye chofen, or 
nof,; the letter under which the ball happens to fettle. 


Now, fir, the grievance complained of by your pe-" 
titioners is, that the, game fhould be wholly and .abfe- 
lutely governed by E and O, and derive it’s.name from 
thofe letters alone. All impartial, judges will acknow- | 
ledge the preference to be an undue one, fince all your 
petitioners are equally qualified for the fervice, ready 
to undertake it, and have {pisit enough: to claim a fhare 


in-the honour. 
“THERE 
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~-Tuere is indeed, and there muft of neceffity ‘be, 
-@ precedence in the order of the alphabet.; but this 


has never yet been underftood to denote any fuperior 
excellence ; and granting it did, the ‘two affociates ‘in 


pewer ‘cannot avail themfelves of that circumftance, 
becaufe all who know their letters, and . are capable 


. of counting not quite twenty, will find the former 


. of themr-tn the fifth, and the latter in the fourteenth 


place: Like other favourites therefore, they have been 
advanced,- not for their merit, but altogether from 
, Caprice. 

Tue difadvantages of this practice-are evident to 
-all. The few. who are well eftablithed in reading, 
bya perpetual-and clofe attention to E and O only, 
may entirely forget your petitioners, and by that 
means lofe all-the advantages of a learned educati- 
on: “As‘to the many, who have every thing to learn, 
the danger is, that not one of them--will -be prevail. 
ed op sto go.a ftep beyond O, whith muft abfolutely 
. defeat thofe expeétations-which-the pubiic. may hays 


formed from the rifing generation. 


Tue remedy for thefe evils is however eafy and 
. certain: it is-only to -have the letters over the cavi- 
ties made to flide on.and of, and to provide.a com- 
plete alphabet of them; then, beginning with A and 
“B, let them govern for a certain time; next.C and 
.D are to prefide, and in this manner a regular. rota- 
-tion is to. take place. The ufe of this contrivance 


-Mmuft.. be obvious to every body, as.a thoufand things 


Tight 
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might be taught in this way, which it weuld be hops- 
lefs so,attempt in any other whatfoever, 


Your petitioners fubmitting the premifes. to. your. 
¢onfideration, humbly pray fuch relief, as to your great 
wildom, fhail feen meet, 


QO p 


2hPro 


f 


x ow 


SHpwe at noe 


x 
N 
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